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A. A. Refae

OF OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY IN THE
BEDOUIN COMMUNITY

Ahmed Anwar Refae
Department of Social Studies - Desert Research Center

ABSTRACT: The study aimed to identify Indicators of the social and Occupational
mobility in the Bedouin community through two generations (sons, parents and mothers)
as well as to identify type of the professional mobility and also to identify the motives of
professional mobility and to achieve the objectives of the study. The questionnaire was
used by individual interviews to collect data from two villages in Ras Sidr Center and two
other communities at Sharm El-Sheikh in South Sinai government, through a random
sample of 120 researchers and distributed on five occupations with 24 individuals for
each profession. Many statistical methods were used to analyze the data and to clarify
the results of the study are descriptive statistics methods (repetitions, percentages,
arithmetic mean, Weighted average, weighted weight) The study reached several results,
the most important of which are:

1. The percentage of illiteracy among the generation of parents reached 66.6% for
fathers, 83.3% for mothers, while the illiteracy rate among the generation of sons
decreased to 24.1% of the sample size. The results also indicate that the increase in
rates in the two categories of the most income of the five income levels reached by
31% Of the sample size in the generation of sons compared to 1.3 of the size of the
sample in the generation of parents as well as in the use of computer, which
amounted to about 69% of the size of the sample in sons compared to 10% of the
sample size in the parents which indicates the existence of an increasing social
mobility upward in the index of: education, income, technology use for the generation
of children.

2. The increase in illiteracy rate among the generation of the sons in each of the
following occupations: Agriculture, job and handicraft, 45%, 37%, 37% respectively of
the sample size for each of them while illiteracy decreased to 0% for those who work
in tourism career and free work. The results also indicate that the income of tourism
and business professions in the two highest income categories of the five income
levels increased by 37% and 45%, and 37% and 37%, respectively, while the
percentage of other professions in the two highest income categories reached 0%,
while the results indicate the increase in the percentage of computer use in the
professions of entrepreneurship, tourism and job to reach 91%, 87% and 72%
respectively which indicates the existence of an increasing social mobility for the
professions of entrepreneurships and tourism in all of the following indicators:
education, income, the use of technology and the preference of the sons to work in
new occupations rather than the careers of fathers and grandparents.

3. The results of the study related to the motives of the professional mobility in the
Bedouin community indicates the following:

A — The social motives : Both of education and social status formed a major motive for
professional mobility in the Bedouin society, with a percentage of about 76% 72% « of
the total sample of study.
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B- The economic motives of professional mobility in the Bedouin society contributed to a
relative degree of about 78% of the total sample of the study

C- The environmental motives strongly shared in the professional mobility in the Bedouin
society with about 73% of the study sample

D- The use of technology motives contributed to the professional mobility in the
Bedouin

society by about 90% of the study sample.

Key words: Social mobility, occupational mobility, geographical openness, cultural
openness
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